
Aquaponics Multi-agency Support Group 
Conference Call 
Tuesday, January 28, 2014 
11 - Noon 
 
Participants: Christine Lilek (DNR), Sally Kefer (DNR), Amy  Basel (DATCP), James Godsil, Jesse Hull 
(Imagine Aquaponics), Professor Chris Hartleb (UW-Stevens Point), Mary Pat Carlson (Farm Market 
Kitchen), and briefly Beth Gehred (Slow Money Wisconsin). 
 
Our three presenters provided us with this information: 
 
Message from Mary Pat Executive Director Farm Market Kitchen 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to update the Wisconsin Aquaponics  Mullti-Agency Support Group on 
the shared-use food processing centers in the state and to introduce the EDA Grant funded project of 
assessing needs, gaps, and resources in the state to assist food producers, processors, and businesses. 
 
If you would like to participate in the state-wide survey to address your needs or the needs of your 
organization to support those interested in food processing, please send me an e-mail.  This will be an 
opportunity for those working in aquaponics to become more connected to this grant project and the 
statewide network. 
 
The following sites will provide you with some follow-up information and links: 
 
http://fyi.uwex.edu/foodbin 
(on this site is a link in the top tool bar to the Wisconsin Food Innovation Opportunity Analysis w/video 
explaining the grant. The site also has a  map with some of the current shared-use facilities in the 
state…..as well as links to other websites.) 
 
https://wilocalfood.wordpress.com 
This a good site to connect with a statewide food network…..check out the blog. 
 
www.facebook.com/WisconsinLocalFoodNetwork<http://www.facebook.com/WisconsinLocalFoodNetw
ork> 
 
Mary Pat Carlson - Executive Director 
Farm Market Kitchen 
PO Box 256 
Sister Bay, WI 54234 
mcarlson@farmmarketkitchen.com<mailto:mcarlson@farmmarketkitchen.com> 
www.farmmarketkitchen.com<http://www.farmmarketkitchen.com> 
 
 
Message from Beth Gehred 
Slow Money Wisconsin 
 
Are you looking at presenting your idea/project to a forward thinking group of investors? Tell us more 
about your business and have a chance to present at the 2014 SMW/LION Business and Investors 
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http://www.facebook.com/WisconsinLocalFoodNetwork%3chttp:/www.facebook.com/WisconsinLocalFoodNetwork
http://www.facebook.com/WisconsinLocalFoodNetwork%3chttp:/www.facebook.com/WisconsinLocalFoodNetwork
mailto:mcarlson@farmmarketkitchen.com%3cmailto:mcarlson@farmmarketkitchen.com


Showcase by filling out the application.  At the Showcase you'll have a few minutes and a few slides to 
inform an audience that is genuinely interested in hearing what you have to say. Don't worry, you'll have 
a few weeks to practice with a coach before the show.  Whether you choose to pursue connections you 
may make at the Showcase, and how, when, where and how to do so, is up to you. 
 
The Showcase introduces your business to a slow money crowd; you control the rest.  Apply. The 
application takes less than 30 minutes to fill out.  You will hear by the weekend of Feb 15-16 if you have 
been chosen to present at the Showcase. You must be available to present on March 28th, 9 - 5 pm. 
 
http://www.slowmoneywisconsin.org/for-entrepreneurs.html 
 
Beth Gehred 
Slow Money Wisconsin 
beth@slowmoneywisconsin.org<mailto:beth@slowmoneywisconsin.org> 
888-406-7969<tel:888-406-7969> 
P.O. Box 333 
Jefferson, Wisconsin 53549 
 
Message from Professor Chris Hartleb 
UW - Stevens Point 
 
The June 2013 International Aquaponics Conference held in Stevens Point has launched a new 
International Aquaponics Society.  A website will be established Spring of 2014.  The new society will 
hold an international conference every other year starting in 2015 and then each year will sponsor a 
short 1 to 2 day aquaponics topic workshop.  The call participants were eager to pass this information on 
to many of their connections; including UW-Milwaukee's Fresh Water Sciences and the new Milwaukee 
Water Center. 
 
Professor Chris Hartleb 
2013 International Aquaponic Conference Summary & Follow-up Professor of Fisheries Biology Co-
Director, Northern Aquaculture Demonstration Facility (NADF) 
Office: TNR 0442 
Phone: (715) 346-3228<tel:%28715%29%20346-3228> 
chartleb@uwsp.edu<mailto:chartleb@uwsp.edu> 
 
 
News from Call Participants 
 
Amy Basel (DATCP) shared the future on-line fish farm registration process.  This new on-line process 
will be ready to use Spring 2014. 
 
Jesse Hull (Imagine Aquaponics) shared the first Wisconsin school, which will have an aquaponics roof 
top garden in 2014. 
 
James Godsil shared his thoughts on spreading aquaponics systems and education in more Wisconsin 
schools.  Sally Kefer suggested the School Forest example would be helpful to follow. 
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Jeremy Solin is the UW Ext Steven's Point School Forest Coordinator.  Here is a link to examples of the 
whole process for engaging schools in the school forest program.  It also has Jeremy's contact 
information on the bottom. Sally stated he would be a good advisor about their model for attaching 
schools to aquaculture and organic farm programs. 
 
http://dnr.wi.gov/wnrmag/html/stories/2003/dec03/forscho.htm 
 
 
NEXT CALL SCHEDULED APRIL 29, 2014  11 to Noon 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Christine F Lilek - CPG - PG 
Office of Business Support, Science, and Sustainability (OBSSS) Agribusiness Sector Development 
Specialist Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
N7725 Hwy 28, Horicon, WI 53022 
phone:      (920) 387-7898<tel:%28920%29%20387-7898> 
e-mail:     Christine.Lilek@wisconsin.gov<mailto:Christine.Lilek@wisconsin.gov> 
 
Website: http://dnr.wi.gov/Business/ 
Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/WIDNR<http://www.facebook.com/WIDNR> 
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